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2006 | Munich
Germany
PATRIZIA Aftercare

2016 | Yaoundé
Cameroon
PATRIZIA School

2008 | Ntarama
Rwanda
PATRIZIA Vocational Training

2013 | Grabouw
South Africa
PATRIZIA Child Care

2016 | Harare
Zimbabwe
PATRIZIA School

2014 | Songea
Tanzania
PATRIZIA Child Care

2017 | Syangeni
Kenya
PATRIZIA School

2018 | Alego
Kenya
PATRIZIA Vocational Training 

2019 | Porayar
India
PATRIZIA Child Care

2012 & 2019 | Dhoksan
Nepal
PATRIZIA Primary School

2008 | Hamburg
Germany
PATRIZIA Aftercare

2013 | Augsburg
Germany
PATRIZIA Child Care

2015 | Augsburg
Germany
PATRIZIA Child Therapy

2010 | Buyamba
Uganda
PATRIZIA School

2014 | Sondoveni
Peru
PATRIZIA School

2017 | Peramiho
Tanzania
PATRIZIA School

2002 | Peramiho
Tanzania
PATRIZIA Children Hospital

2020 | Govindpur (under construction)
India
PATRIZIA Child Care

The world of PATRIZIA Children Center 
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“Access to education
is the key.” 
Angelika Jacobi, chairwoman PATRIZIA Children Foundation
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Hello Ms Jacobi. Why did you come 
to work for the PATRIZIA Children 
Foundation? 
For me, working for a charitable organi-
sation is about doing something valuable, 
something that’s meaningful and sustain-
able. I’m a particularly optimistic person, 
so I see opportunities and risks; I recog-
nise potential and know how to develop 
it. So I can now apply these qualities to 
the success of the foundation. I can make 
something important happen by providing 
access to education, access to knowl-
edge. This is the key to all good things that 
happen in the world. 

The PATRIZIA Children Foundation thrives 
on personalities and the people who have 
shaped the foundation over the years. 
We’re all united by a commitment to put 
100 per cent into projects and open up 
new doors for children and young people. 
For me, it’s important to excite new people 
and create enthusiasm for our mission 
every day. 

Optimism drives our foundation 
An interview with the new management of the PATRIZIA Children Foundation

And you, Mr Busl: hello. What does the 
new management structure mean for you 
as the longer-standing managing director?
We have a very broad base of specialist 
knowledge and a great deal of practical expe-
rience. This adds tremendous value and is a 
strategic advantage in continuing to develop 
the foundation. Together, we’ll achieve much 
more now! Working on site with people also 
creates new opportunities for the children; it 
creates something very meaningful. The chil-
dren who were taken in to the first Children 
Center in Tanzania 20 years ago are now 
shaping the overall community – as teach-
ers, doctors or government officials. It’s this 
kind of long-term success that highlights the 
sustainability of the foundation’s contribu-
tions. I have a deep faith in what we’re doing.

Ms Jacobi, why is the Foundation so 
important for PATRIZIA? 
I think many of the things we achieve through 
the foundation’s work bring a different qual-
ity to the organisation and help broaden our 
horizons. We foster an environment which is 

safe and secure for children, a place where 
they can learn and grow. We enable them 
to move on and lead a better life based on 
self-determination. Anyone at PATRIZIA – and 
any donor – can become part of this through 
the stories they hear from the children at the 
Children Center. They can also get involved 
themselves. This kind of positive energy 
seems to be self-evident for PATRIZIA, which 
makes our work and the results possible in 
the first place.
 
What challenges do you face in your 
work at the foundation? 
There’s a great deal of variety, and our 
work is shaped by lots of things. It’s a bit 
of a challenge juggling priorities and main-
taining an overview. We’re aware of the 
hardships people face, but we’re also in a 
position to help, and it’s important that we 
know that our work is bearing real fruit. 
This is what keeps me so optimistic – know- 
ing that the approach we use to help 
people is the right way to empower them 
to help themselves. 
 
Mr Busl, if you had a wish for the 20th 
anniversary of the PATRIZIA Children 
Foundation, what would it be? 
I would wish that we always have the 
resources we need to build Children 
Center and open the door to a better 
future for children in lots of countries in the 
world. Of course, we can’t always imple-
ment the projects we’d like to – it’s not easy 
explaining to an anxious community in Afri-
ca that our foundation won’t be building a 
village school for them. But that’s also why 
I’m so pleased about the new management 
setup at the PATRIZIA Children Foundation; 
it’s in a perfect position to make a positive 
impact on the lives of even more children, 
throughout the world.

Following the appointment of a new full-time chairwoman, in its twentieth year the foundation is now in an even better posi-
tion to prepare itself for the next two decades. We spoke with the new management duo: Angelika Jacobi (chairwoman) and 
Alexander Busl (managing director).
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ALEXANDER BUSL
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“The wonderful way the 
founder, Wolfgang Egger, 
has involved the foundation 
in social engagement is both 
exemplary and sustainable – 
nothing less than a priceless 
opportunity to share 
happiness with others.” 
Wolfram Nieradzik, Member of the 
Management Board at the Funk Gruppe

OUR VISION

A three-way partnership for the future 
of children 

The PATRIZIA Children Foundation injects 
new momentum into projects by entering 
into partnerships with project partners, 
sponsors, friends and supporters. The 
latest project, now the 18th of the foun-
dation, illustrates the success behind 
‘building a future together’: a kindergar-
ten is being built by the PATRIZIA Children 
Foundation in the Indian city of Govindpur, 
not only thanks to the support of a strong 
local partner, the Gossner Church, but also 
with funding from the Funk Gruppe. The 
foundation’s role is to drive the project 
by bringing all parties together and ensur-
ing that as many children as possible are 
looked after in the Martha kindergarten, 
in keeping with the church’s approach to 
teaching and reform.

A revolution in early childhood in India

It is not uncommon for Indian preschool 
children to work in the fields with their 
parents. If they do get to attend kinder-
garten, they sit in rows like at school in 
classes of around 40 children between 
the ages of three and five. They are 
taught reading, writing and arithmetic. 
As a result, little attention is given to 
concepts of early development, creativi-
ty and free play.

“In the Gossner Church’s Martha kindergar-
tens in India, the girls and boys enter the 
world of learning playfully and creatively. 

Two such kindergartens already exist in 
Ranchi and Chaibasa. The third Martha 
kindergarten will be built in Govind- 
pur. This is only possible with the support 
of the PATRIZIA Children Foundation,” 
says Christian Reiser, director of the 
Gossner Mission.
In its kindergartens, the Gossner Church 
focuses on contemporary teaching meth-
ods based on German principles. 70 per 
cent of children come from poor back-
grounds; their parents work as day 
labourers or rickshaw drivers. Such 
parents pay fees in keeping with their 
low income levels. 30 per cent of the 
kindergarten children are from better-off 
families and thus pay more.

Equal opportunity and no caste influences

Wolfram Nieradzik is a member of the 
management board at the Funk Gruppe 
and an honorary advisory board member 
of the PATRIZIA Children Foundation. For 
him, the Martha kindergarten in Govind-
pur is an important initiative: “Children 
should grow up in a system unaffected by 
the caste system and enjoy equal oppor-
tunities. Allowing children to acquire 
social skills at a young age is so impor-
tant for their personal development. This 
is why the planned kindergarten is a good 
and very worthy project for the Funk 
Gruppe – and for me personally.” 

How a new kindergarten is being built in Govindpur in India
with partners and sponsors 

Picture, left: 
The approach to teaching and reform at the 
Martha kindergarten also leaves plenty of 
time to play!

Picture, right: 
Children receive 
individual support 
at the kindergarten 
according to German 
principles.

500,000 members and the largest 
Lutheran Church in India

The Gossner Church is an independent 
partner church of the Gossner Mission and 
has been active in India for exactly 100 
years. The Gossner Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Chotanagpur and Assam is the 
first new church to be built through the 
organisation’s modern missionary work.
“We work in a three-way partnership with 
the Gossner Church and the Funk Gruppe, 
and this means we can ensure that the 
new Martha kindergarten opens its doors 
in the early summer of 2020. Children will 
be supported there according to their indi-
vidual strengths,” summarises Alexander 
Busl, Managing Director of the PATRIZIA 
Children Foundation. 

© Sebastian Keller

INDIA

New Delhi

Govindpur



RUBRIK 

Where the foundation 
stone was laid 20 
years ago
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Mary comes from a broken family like many others in Tanzania. 
Her mother died when she was little and her father remarried. The 
stepmother of then 8-year-old Mary brought her daughter into the 
new marriage. A few years later, her father had a child with Mary’s 
stepsister, who was almost the same age as Mary, and the step-
mother left the failed patchwork family. 

There was no more room for Mary in the household. Her aunt 
could not take her in, but she did manage to find her a place at 
PATRIZIA Child Care Songea. 
The children’s facility became 
a long hoped-for, stable place 
to call home and saved her 
from a life on the street. 

In keeping with our motto –
Building a Future Together – we offer children who otherwise have 
no prospects the chance of a better life. To do this, we travel 
around the world and build as many new facilities as we can.  
  
Peramiho: Africa for beginners

For each of our projects we seek strong, professional local part-
ners who can safeguard the long-term operation of the facility 
and the safety of the children. In Tanzania, our partners are the 
Missionary Benedictine Sisters of Tutzing and the Missionary 

A journey back to the beginnings
A call for new projects and the potential to expand projects 

lead the foundation to Tanzania  
Benedictines of St. Ottilien, who have been working together in 
Peramiho since 1888. It is here that you will find our first ever 
project: the children’s ward at PATRIZIA Children Hospital Peramiho, 
around 370 miles from the capital Dodoma. 

The district around the impressive Missionary Benedictine Abbey 
shows its strong German influence: a beautiful church, relatively 
well-kept little houses, blossoming front gardens. 

The upper classes live here – 
doctors and other employees 
of the hospital, laypeople who 
work for the abbey or one of 
its businesses. Benefiting from 
the good and secure incomes 
their positions provide, these 

families can afford school fees for their children and the upkeep 
of their beautiful, well-equipped houses. Some even employ 
their own staff or receive help with daily chores from relatives in 
exchange for food and lodging.

PATRIZIA Child Care Songea   
  
The nearby city of Songea, where our children’s home, PATRIZIA 
Child Care Songea, is located, presents itself in a different light. 
Songea is an average Tanzanian community: hardly any infrastructure, 

It’s fates like Mary’s that are the 
engine of our work at the foundation.

OUR PROJECTS

little personal property, spartan conditions under which people 
work and live. This is a stark contrast to our Central European life-
style and brings us closer to the ‘real Africa’. Nowhere else does 
the importance of our work at the foundation feel as tangible as 
it does here. 

A hospital like no other: The PATRIZIA Children Hospital

Thanks to its highly qualified doctors and nurses, the hospital 
has extremely high standards for Africa. The reputation of the 
hospital gives it a large catchment area. Destitute patients often 
undertake long journeys to get there, mostly accompanied by 
relatives. Many of them camp for several days on the hospital 
grounds and prepare meals for their sick family members in the 
cooking house facility. 

There are often long queues in 
front of the treatment rooms, 
which is not unusual for Africa. 
Inside, several doctors and nurs-
es are to be found treating many 
different patients at the same 
time. Here everyone conducts 
themselves with a level of 
composure and patience that 
would be unthinkable in Europe. 

The waiting time is also used 
in a meaningful way: the young 
nurse Makala Mtawa, for exam-
ple, tirelessly trains patients in 
the preventative measures of 
healthcare and hygiene. After all, 
infectious diseases are still the 
most common illnesses in Africa. 

An old friendship

Peramiho is also the home of Sister 
Elisabeth of the Missionary Bene-
dictine Sisters of Tutzing. It was 
Sister Elisabeth who established a 
special relationship with the foun-
dation initiator Wolfgang  Egger. 
Working with Sister Barbara, 

Peramiho

TANZANIA

Dodoma

who is unfortunately deceased, she gave him the impetus to create 
the foundation. Sister Ruth, who has been responsible for the 
Peramiho priory since 2015, provides visitors with valuable insights 
and can reveal several possibilities for extending the local chain 
of influence.

The growing community of Songea holds major potential. A 
primary  school could close the gap between a children’s home 
and a secondary school. However, the existing nursing school at 
St. Joseph’s Hospital could also use help. Here, young women and 
men learn the highly respected profession of nursing. The founda-
tion is now examining potential new projects.    

Left:
A young girl waits for treatment at PATRIZIA 
Children Hospital Peramiho

Right:
To learn and develop 
properly, children 
need to be healthy
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Founded in 1977 by Pastor Michael Thiel, the ELM is part of a large worldwide network consisting 
of 23 protestant churches in 19 countries in Europe, Africa, Asia and Latin America. Partnership is 
always at the forefront of their actions: ‘Only together are we strong. Without helping hands, with-
out like-minded friends, without compassionate words we will not get far’ – a conviction that the ELM 
shares with the PATRIZIA Children Foundation.

The work of the mission is based on three fundamental goals: helping others to help themselves, 
strengthening communities and civic engagement, and a commitment to social justice. The organisa-
tion shares appropriate competencies and resources with a focus on finding solutions. The spectrum 
of its activities is very broad, from educating women theologians to training volunteers, supporting 
communities, helping with medical and therapeutic treatment, and protecting the environment. 

A long-term and sustainable partnership based on trust

The joint project with the PATRIZIA Children Foundation in Porayar is aimed at reducing gender 
discrimination. PATRIZIA Child Care provides a home to 240 girls from broken families and poor back-
grounds, and by attending school they have the prospect of an independent and self-determined 
future. The ELM takes care of the girls’ home in southern India as part of a three-way collaboration 
agreement with its partner church, the Tamil Evangelical Lutheran Church (TELC) and the foundation. 
The TELC is an important education and health partner in the state of Tamil Nadu, to which Porayar 
belongs. The church operates 180 schools, 20 homes, two hospitals and several wards.
 
The PATRIZIA Children Foundation relies on the trusting, sustainable support of partners it can 
depend on and it has found such a partner in the ELM, which as a mission, offers the right blend of 
experience and expertise. During her on-site visit to Porayar (see travel report, page 24 ), foundation 
board member Sabine Schillinger-Köhne was able to witness this in person alongside Ute Penzel, the 
ELM advisor responsible for India. Both organisations gain tremendously from this partnership – as 
do the girls in Porayar!

The Evangelical-Lutheran Mission 
in Lower Saxony

Series: spotlight on the partner organisations of 
the PATRIZIA Children Foundation

To build PATRIZIA Child Care Porayar in India, which opened in 2019, for the first time the PATRIZIA 
Children Foundation partnered with the Evangelical-Lutheran Mission (ELM) in Lower Saxony. This 
partnership may be a new venture for the foundation, but the ELM can already look back on a long 
and successful history.

Picture: Kartharinal Punithaavathy (left), director of 
PATRIZIA Child Care Porayar, watches Ute Penzel from 
the Evangelical-Lutheran Mission plant a tree to mark 
the inauguration of the facility.
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Strongly committed 
to the education 
of children and 
young people 
worldwide: The 
PATRIZIA Children 
Foundation
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At 2000 metres: 
classroom meets marketplace
Extension completed at the PATRIZIA School Dhoksan in Nepal
Whether it’s a school, hospital or children’s home, many of the projects of the PATRIZIA Children Foundation involve new buildings. 
When the PCF extended the PATRIZIA Primary School Dhoksan by adding a secondary school, it erected four buildings: three class-
rooms for forms 6 to 8 plus a library. One particular challenge was that the mountain village of Dhoksan stands at over 2000 metres 
above sea level, which had a major impact on building conditions.

Four friends, countless helpers
Our project partner, Supertecture, affectionately calls the four new build-
ings ‘Four Friends’. The international non-profit architecture movement 
from Germany is managed by architect and foundation representative 
Till Groener and it was Supertecture that designed and 
constructed the new buildings. 

Up to 20 students worked on the construction, which last-
ed just under one year. It was an amazing opportunity to 
foster the next generation of architects. How many archi-
tecture students have the chance to do practical work on 
this scale – from project planning to slapping on mortar?

Traditional construction meets sustainability
Supertecture’s main focus during the construction phase 
was to combine sustainability with tradition. To do this, 
the students re-interpreted traditional construction 
methods and the local materials of 
Nepal in a modern context. Most 
of the construction materials came 
from buildings destroyed by the 
devastating earthquake of 2015 
and it was wonderful to re-purpose 
them in the PATRIZIA Primary School 
Dhoksan. One of the classrooms is 
made entirely of natural stone, anoth-
er one uses compacted earth and the 
last one is made of bricks. To build the 
latter classroom, 50 different brick-
laying techniques were used. 

Adjacent to these three architec-
turally unique buildings is another 
highlight: the library, featuring 150 
windows from houses destroyed 
by the earthquake. The building offers a fabulous view 
of the Himalayas. On the second level of the building, 
Supertecture suspended a net to act as a kind of over-
sized hammock. From the hammock, students can enjoy 
the unique panorama, muck around or simply relax with 
a book. 

Commitment from the whole community
The four buildings were constructed by up to 20 workers at a time, 
including parents of the pupils, all of whom come from the surrounding 
mountain villages. Completing the task and mastering the project pulled 
the community together. The locals are incredibly proud of what they 
have achieved – totally understandable when you see the new buildings! 

In addition to its hammock, the new complex offers 
the children another special feature: a slide that leads 
out of the library into the inner courtyard. There is 
nothing like it in the Dhoksan area, so the slide has 
become one of the children’s favourite playground 
attractions in the afternoon and on weekends. At least 
that’s how I, Alexander Busl, experienced it during my 
visit to Dhoksan. As there are almost 140 pupils, they 
often have to wait a while to use the slide.

A new community meeting place for the village
The beautiful inner courtyard is 
formed by the alignment of the 
surrounding buildings, provid-
ing an irresistible invitation to 
stick around. As a result, parents 
and other local residents enjoy 
meeting up here. The square has 
become a central feature for the 
village community. 

We are delighted that our ‘Four 
Friends’ were completed this 
summer. Special thanks also go 
to our sponsors Clifford Chance, 
K&L Gates and White & Case 
for their commitment. Now the 
pupils can receive an education 
beyond primary school. We are 

also certain that the project has again enabled us 
to breathe life into our motto of ‘Building a Future 
Together’ – in a very special way.

Alexander Busl

Kathmandu

NEPAL

Dhoksan
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“240 Indian girls from broken families find a safe home 
in our new girls’ home and can go to school.” INDIAN
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Porayar

INDIA

New Delhi

When I arrived at PATRIZIA Child Care 
Porayar in the evening with Ute Penzel, 
our key contact at partner organisation 
ELM, we received a warm welcome from 
the director of the hostel, Kartharinal 
Punithavathy. She blessed us and intro-
duced us to her team. We are all 
delighted about this first partnership. 
 
The old dormitory had to be closed due 
to a termite infestation, but the new 
two-storey Child Care hostel – which 
is now home to 240 girls – was quick-
ly rebuilt with the help of the PATRIZIA 
Children Foundation. While I was there, I 
occasionally saw the workers still putting 
their finishing touches to the new build-
ing before the grand opening ceremony. 

Many of the girls who have found a new 
home in the dormitory come from broken 
families; some have lost one or both 
parents. Without the home and without 
being able to attend the neighbouring 
school, the girls would have no access 
to an education and no place of refuge. 

With friends under one roof
Sabine Schillinger-Köhne, board member of the PATRIZIA Children 
Foundation, talks about her visit to Porayar in India.
They waved, fluttered their flags, beamed at us and gathered around us curiously. The girls of PATRIZIA Child Care in Porayar gave 
us an overwhelmingly warm welcome.

We were greeted once again in the 
meeting room – this time with much cere-
mony – by the director of the home, the 
hostel team and all the girls. Afterwards, 
we were given the opportunity to get to 
know each other. The young residents are 
curious, open and attentive. We commu-
nicated in English, Tamil or with hand 
gestures. This was my first trip with the 
foundation so I was keen to understand 
what everyday life is like for the girls. I 
was delighted with how quickly they made 
me feel at home. They wanted to show 
me everything they could and sometimes 
overwhelmed me with questions.
 
The girls take care of each other – and 
learn at school

The next day, we all went together to 
the school next door after breakfast. 
We listened carefully to the lessons and 
talked to teachers and the heads about 
current challenges and successes as a 
non-governmental school.

At around 1 o’clock, we had lunch togeth-
er in the dormitory canteen. The girls 
lined up by age. The menu mainly consists 
of vegetarian Indian food, although once 
a week they have fish and they do also 
have meat. We all ate with our right hand 
and after the meal every girl washed her 
own plate. Residents are also responsi-
ble for washing their own laundry in their 
own buckets. These are small household 
chores, but they allow the girls to learn to 
be more independent. 

Playing and having fun are part of the 
daily routine

In the afternoon and evening we had 
plenty of time to play together. It was 
fascinating to discover that games like 
Blind Man’s Bluff, paper fortune telling 
and Please Mr. Crocodile are so popu-
lar in different countries and cultures. I 
noticed how kind the girls are and how 
much they care about each other. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
As Head of HR in Germany, Sabine Schillinger-
Köhne is responsible for personnel management 
at PATRIZIA AG, a partner for pan-European real 
estate investments. She has been a member of 
the PATRIZIA Children Foundation board since 
2017 and helps promote the interests of the 
foundation worldwide on an honorary basis. 
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“Compared to our 
standard of living, the 
girls have the absolute 
minimum, yet they 
still share generously. 
This hospitality really 
impresses me.”

One reason this makes me especially happy 
is that stories like that of 15-year-old Padma-
vathi (see picture, page 25, bottom) are not 
uncommon here. Her father deserted her 
family when she was very young. Her moth-
er had to collect rubbish and sell what she 
could scrape together to earn a living for her 
and her older brother. But it was not enough 
for regular meals and her relatives were also 
unable to provide financial support.

So Padmavathi now lives in PATRIZIA Child 
Care Porayar, a place where she and other 
girls find protection and comfort – and 
receive regular meals. Padmavathi is 
currently in the 10th grade and simply 
adores English classes. She is especially 
happy that she now has friends who she 

can play with at the hostel. She struck me 
as a beaming girl who enjoys playing with 
her peers. I was truly impressed.

The girls each have a cubicle in the 
dormitory to store personal belong-
ings such as souvenirs, snacks to enjoy 
between meals, cosmetics or a comb.  

A good example of owning little but 
giving a lot

Compared to our standards of living, they 
have about as little as one can. Yet, very 
generously, the girls still share their posses-
sions with each other and they even asked 
me if I would like to try some of the few 
sweets and treats they have. I was moved 

immensely by their hospitality and will-
ingness to share what little they possess. 
I was touched by how much courage, joy 
and positive curiosity the girls have held on 
to, despite the awful experiences many of 
them had from early childhood.
Helpers came in from all over Porayar to 
decorate the classrooms with flowers and 
garlands and prepare the grand banquet 
before the opening ceremony. Many of 
them also brought peas, beans and the 
local vegetable drumsticks.

On the opening day, we rose very early and 
were already in the new dormitory at 5 a.m. 
The inauguration ceremony for the new 
PATRIZIA Children Center adhered to Indi-
an customs. Accordingly, a pot of milk was 
allowed to overboil on a wood fire exactly at 
sunrise. This brings luck for the new build-
ing and its inhabitants. Spices were added to 
the milk to give it a pleasant odour before the 
home director and her staff lovingly decorat-
ed the traditional pot with floral patterns. 

Colourful festivities for the grand opening 
ceremony of the girls’ hostel

Accompanied by a loud band, all of the 
guests then moved into the inner courtyard 
of PATRIZIA Child Care Porayar. The girls 
were all smiles, wearing bright saris with 
their hair carefully braided into plaits and 
decorated with flowers. The guests at the 
ceremony came from the entire state of Tamil 
Nadu, including church representatives such 
as the local bishop and his predecessor, the 
government official who signs off important 
permits and many of the children’s relatives. 

Before the official opening speeches got 
underway, Ute Penzel and I were allowed to 
ceremoniously plant coconut seedlings in the 
new vegetable garden at the centre. Togeth-
er with the administrator, I completed the 
ribbon-cutting ceremony in front of the dormi-
tory. We had now officially opened the PATRIZIA 
Children Foundation’s 17th Children Center!

Picture, right:
All of the girls at the home gather for 
the celebrations



Foundation ambassadors 
Ann-Kathrin and Mario Götze.

“We’re delighted to bring a sparkle to children’s 
eyes all around the world”
Interview with our foundation ambassadors Ann-Kathrin and Mario Götze
Ann-Kathrin (29) and Mario Götze (27) became part of our foundation family at the beginning of this year and are now actively supporting 
children worldwide. In January, Ann-Kathrin visited PATRIZIA Aftercare Hamburg and Mario sent football jerseys to many of our PATRIZIA 
Children Center. We met the couple to talk about their work for the foundation.

The title of this issue is TRUST. What does trust mean to you?
Ann-Kathrin: Being able to count on each other – no matter what happens. Whether 
it’s your family or a circle of friends, whether you’re young or old, you need people 
around you who you can trust, talk to, enjoy moments of silence 
with, laugh with or cry with! 
Mario: I can only agree! But trust in yourself and your abilities is 
also becoming more and more important in our fast-paced world. 
It’s particularly important to us as foundation ambassadors that 
children from broken families don’t lose trust, or that they quick-
ly regain a fundamental feeling of trust that ‘everything is going to 
be all right’ – by growing up in a sheltered environment, going to 
school or receiving medical care. 

Mario, how do you feel when you see the children playing in 
your jerseys at our Children Centers?
Mario: I was so happy when you sent me those pictures. There’s so 
much joy in the eyes of the children – incredible! It makes us both 
really happy to see that we’re bringing a sparkle to children’s eyes 
all around the world. And of course, the girls and boys were also 

great. I have an incredibly 
busy schedule, so I haven’t 
been able to visit any of the 
facilities personally yet, 
but we always stay in close 
contact to find other ways 
to provide support. When I 
saw your virtual reality film 
about the three projects in 
Tanzania, it felt like I was 
there myself!

Why is it so important to 
you to help children?

Mario: Children are our future! Nothing could be more important 
than that. I’ve also experienced for myself that the best way to 
make progress is to work together and support each other. I want 
to make that possible for children who don’t get the support they 
need from their environment.

Ann-Kathrin, you’ve already gained a personal impression of 
our projects at the PATRIZIA Aftercare facility in Hamburg. 
How was the visit for you?
Ann-Kathrin: I was totally impressed. The children are so live-
ly and have so much fun together. When they’re playing, their 
illnesses aren’t even an issue. When you take care of the little 
ones, you can see what’s inside them. The staff really put 
their hearts into treating them, but at the same time they’re 
really professional and I liked that. I had a conversation with one of the moth-
ers whose child is receiving medical support at the centre, and I noticed how 
strong she has become as a result of their circumstances and the challenges 
they face. Totally admirable!

Ann-Kathrin, you’re particularly interested in 
women’s rights. Why is that?
Ann-Kathrin: I really appreciate the opportunities 
I’ve had as a woman who grew up in Germany. I 
travel a lot and when I’m abroad I often find that’s 
not something young girls and women can take for 
granted; they can’t always simply attend school 
and get a good education. I want to help people to 
change that. Education must be a right for every-
one, regardless of gender!

Mario, what can sport do to help children to a 
better future?
Mario: Sport is important for staying fit – on 
all fronts. Our bodies need regular exercise to 
keep our minds healthy. Exercise also promotes 
self-confidence, which is certainly not some-
thing that happens if you just sit at your desk 
[smiles]. Children shouldn’t just be given the 
opportunity to learn from books at school; they 
should also be able to get proper physical exer-
cise by playing sport. If you put the two together, 
you provide the perfect basis for a safe, healthy 
and successful future.

So, Mario, in your role as our foundation ambas-
sador, what can we look forward to doing with 
you in this area?
Mario: I do whatever I can to support the important 
work of the foundation through my networks – and 
of course also through social media – and draw 
attention to the foundation and the issues it deals 
with. Of course, I’d really like to do even more to 
promote the sporting abilities of little ones. I’d 
love to make an impact at every PATRIZIA Children 
Center [smiles].

Thank you very much to both of you for talking 
to us today.
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After discovering that four bags got 
stranded in Amsterdam and one VR 
camera was broken, a replacement 
was sent over from Germany just in 
time for the first day of the shoot. The 
virtual reality team, Mathias and Lucy, 
prepare the equipment in the school-
yard of PATRIZIA Child Care Songea 
while children from the nearby school 
play in the background.

“Let’s have a look!” Surrounded by the 
young residents of PATRIZIA Child Care 
Songea, Mathias shares some of the 
pictures and recordings he made during 
his stay. 

Even though it was actually the holidays, our 
protégés at PATRIZIA Child Care Songea all 
wanted to be recorded in their classroom 
at the nearby kindergarten. Bursting with 
excitement, they watch Matthias making 
final preparations for the shoot. 

The VR project will show footage of all three founda-
tion projects in Tanzania. Lucy and Mathias prepare 
for the next recording session in the outdoor area of 
PATRIZIA Children Hospital Peramiho. It’s essential 
that they capture original audio so viewers really 
feel what it’s like walking around the hospital.
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And … action! Mathias carries a back-
pack and carefully moves the high-spec 
equipment around by hand to film the 
outdoor areas of the PATRIZIA Children 
Center in Tanzania. Supported by Lucy, 
he also records the lively cooking area of 
the PATRIZIA Children Hospital. Too bad 
VR technology can’t capture the lovely 
smells, too!
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Virtual reality recordings of our projects 
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Behind the scenes in Tanzania
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Getting to know each other during a break at PATRIZIA Child Care 
Songea: Amandine, the video assistant, lets a little admirer take 
a closer look at her watch.



The magazine of the PATRIZIA Children Foundation INSIGHTS 

Art creates new prospects for children worldwide
Street art auction in Paris to the benefit of the PATRIZIA Children Foundation
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The PATRIZIA Children Foundation is bring-
ing the arts together for a good cause. In 
June, the Ellia Art Gallery in Paris auction- 
ed off 20 works of art at an auction called 
L’art pour l’éducation. The artworks were 
created during the SCALE Munich event 
and proceeds went towards the PATRIZIA 
Children Foundation.
 
In 2017, PAT ART LAB, the art space of 
PATRIZIA, organised an outdoor event 
called SCALE Munich and invited 15 
renowned artists to take part – street 
artists, sprayers and painters from all over 
the world, such as OKUDA San Miguel (see 
interview on p.32), Sainer and Axel Void. 
Their task was to embellish 1900 square 
metres of wall space on office buildings 
on the former Siemens Campus in Munich, 
resulting in huge, colourful works of inter-
national contemporary art.

Using art to draw attention to children 
in need

The goal of all of the artists was to exhibit 
and auction off their works. The auction at 
the Ellia Art Gallery in Paris in June offer- 
ed an international framework for the 
auction. In mid-June, the original works 
and framed art prints of the street artists’ 
works went under the hammer there.

The motto of the auction was L’art pour 

l’éducation and the focus lay in a chari-
table motive: to provide even more 
children worldwide with access to an 
education. The works and unique atmo-
sphere at the gallery also prompted the 
100 or so visitors to submit bids.  

All proceeds raised at the auction have 
now gone towards important projects at 
the PATRIZIA Children Foundation.

All artworks sold at the 
auction are also available 
in the online PAT ART 
LAB shop (see QR code)

Pictures, this page: 
The Ellia Art Gallery in Paris provided 
the perfect backdrop for the artworks at 
the auction

Picture, left: 
Colourful images painted on outdoor 
surfaces at the SCALE Munich art event in 
2017 on behalf of the foundation



Could you tell us about your childhood?
I grew up in northern Spain. My parents worked 
in a restaurant and had very long working days, 
so I spent a lot of time with other children in the 
neighbourhood on the street. We played football 

and skateboarded. 

Has art always been part of 
your life?  
A friend of the family was part of 
the graffiti and hip-hop scene and 
showed me a lot of sketches by 
artists from my city. That inspired 
me early on. I later studied art 
history and naturally came into 
contact with numerous artists 
who influenced me. Art has 
always inspired me, but it’s not 
as if I knew from childhood that I 
would become an artist myself. It 
developed over the years and was 
only possible because I had the 

opportunity to go this way and try things out. Not 
every young person has that.

What messages does your art convey to children? 
They should follow their hearts and pursue their 
dreams – no matter what others think.
  

This edition of the foundation’s magazine is about 
the topic of trust. What does trust mean to you? 
How would you define it? 
Feeling secure, loved, safe and at the same time, 
free. This is also the central message of the piece 
I did for the SCALE Festival 2017 in Munich, which 
was later auctioned in Paris. The painting tells the 
story of freedom, symbolised by two women kissing. 
My work is always about positivism and a transfor-
mation into a more colourful world. It’s supposed to 
inspire younger generations. 
 
Why does colour play such a big role in your work? 
High-contrast colours symbolise all kinds of differ-
ences in cultures and people. I play with the contrast 
of patterns, colours and different architectures, 
transforming buildings and other edifices into 
sculptures. It makes me happy because the colours 
convey a message of joy – all over the world.

“High-contrast colours 
symbolise all kinds of 
differences in cultures 
and people. It makes me 
happy because the colours 
convey a message  of joy – 
all over the world.”
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In June 2019, the PATRIZIA Children Foundation organised a charity auction in Paris. Among the items 
for sale were exclusive prints of street art that had been painted, sprayed and produced exclusively 
for the PATRIZIA Children Foundation as part of the SCALE art event. One of the stars of the interna-
tional scene is Oscar San Miguel (39), better known as OKUDA. The Spanish artist creates colourful 
works with geometric shapes all over the world. We met up with him for an interview. 
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Sponsor events for our 20th anniversary
Sponsor Circle members, partners, friends and sponsors come together for a 

worthy cause
We believe in our network of like-minded people and find it important to take social responsibility together (see picture above: the K&L 
Gates Charity Event). We are committed to ensuring that children have the chance to benefit from an education, medical treatment and a 
safe childhood. Because helping is so easy, before the Christmas holidays we would like to invite you to make a donation rather than send 
people presents. 100 per cent of donations go towards our projects. Many thanks to everyone joining us in choosing this method of giving!

INSIGHTS

First International 
Charity Dinner held 
in Luxembourg
Our 1st International Charity Dinner 
took us to Frisange where we joined 
our two Sponsor Circle members 
in Luxembourg, Clifford Chance 
and Deloitte. The venue for the 
dinner was the restaurant of star 
chef Lea Linster (picture, right, next 
to Alexander Busl). Our Sponsor 
Circle members, their guests and 
friends enjoyed a variety of culinary 
delights and inspiring conversation. 
We also collected donations for the 
PATRIZIA Children Foundation.

Charity cooking event 
with Norton Rose 
Fulbright in Frankfurt
Sponsor Circle member Norton Rose 
Fulbright brought along some of their 
business partners, customers and 
friends to a charity cooking event over 
Frankfurt’s rooftops. On top of prepar-
ing a meal, the guests had plenty of 
time for networking. All donations 
on the evening go into projects like the 
PATRIZIA School Harare (see page 36). 
Thanks to our partners, we current-
ly enable more than 800 children to 
attend school in Harare.

Pre-opening event: 
PATRIZIA Partners & 
Friends Night in Augsburg
We were joined by sponsors and friends to 
mark our 20th anniversary at the pre- opening  
of our PATRIZIA Partners & Friends Night. 
Our founder Wolfgang Egger and several 
representatives from PATRIZIA and the foun-
dation presented a ‘review and preview’ of our 
20-year celebrations. They also talked about 
the ‘three-way partnerships’ (see page 10). 
One example of this is the PATRIZIA School 
Yaoundé (Cameroon) under the supervision of 
Andreas Menke (PATRIZIA). The facility works 
closely with a partner, the Pallottines, and a 
sponsor, Sonntag & Partner.

First summer party of the PATRIZIA 
Children Foundation in Augsburg
The foundation’s first ever summer party took place on the roof terrace of 
PATRIZIA this year. About 40 guests came to the celebration, which had an 
Indian theme, including staff from PATRIZIA, members of our Sponsor Circle 
and other sponsors. Foundation board member Sabine Schillinger- Köhne 
talked about her trip to PATRIZIA Child Care Porayar (see page 24) and 
outlined the tangible benefits of help given to our PATRIZIA Children Center.

7th PATRIZIA Charity Golf Cup
45 golfers teed off for the foundation at the 7th 
PATRIZIA Charity Golf Cup. It was also a good 
opportunity to get to know each other better 
and enjoy a day in the country. The patron of the 
event, PATRIZIA COO Klaus Schmidt, is also an 
enthusiastic golfer and the game was overseen 
carefully by Sissy de Mas, the well-known sports 
journalist from ZDF television.





100 per cent of the donations we receive go straight into our projects!
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